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their present home in the southern basin of the Congo. They
retain some relics of an ancient language which, according
to Sir Harry Johnston, is related to languages spoken near
Lake Tchad. The people have many traditions concerning
one of their kings, called Shamba Bolongongo, whose name
is often in their mouths, and who appears to have been a wise,
humane, and far-seeing legislator. From the tradition of a
total eclipse of the sun which is said to have occurred in the
Bushongo country at an interval of three reigns from the
time of Shamba, Mr. Torday calculates that the African
Solon or Lycurgus reigned somewhere about A.D. 1600.
Like not a few other African monarchs, the King of the
Bushongo is not only an absolute monarch, but is deemed
entitled to divine honours and is styled " God on Earth."
Formerly he was not allowed to set foot on the ground, but
the present enlightened and very humane King has relaxed
the strictness of the rule. The spirit of the founder of the
dynasty, whose name was Bumba, is supposed to have been
incarnate in every one of his successors down to and including
the reigning monarch.
tf It is his spirit that makes the moon wane and increase,
that makes the sun shine ; it is his spirit that in shape of rain
quenches the thirst of the soil after the months of drought;
it is his spirit that makes the seeds germinate and presides
over the reproduction of all that lives. This spirit is incarnate
in the Chembe Kunji [* God on Earth '], and Kwete [the
King of Bushongo] is Chembe Kunji [' God on Earth '] ;
any weakening of his power, every affront to his dignity sends
a tremor through all and everything that shares his spirit and
pushes it towards the abyss of annihilation."
The tribe has an official historian, who must be the son
of a king, and who takes precedence over all other descendants
of Royalty. His duty is to preserve the ancient tribal legends
and to hand them down by oral tradition. The town-crier of
the capital must always be a twin. The King is assisted by a
council which includes representatives of provinces, repre-
sentatives of trades, and representatives of the fathers of
twins. The reason for the special distinction thus conferred
on the fathers of twins in a representative body is not mani-
fest to the European mind. Among other odd customs the